Gerald Mourning
Arlington Heights Chief of Police

33 S. Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

March 10, 2006

Dear Mr. Mourning:

I am sending this letter to express my deepest concern about the prosecution of five anti-racist activists who were arrested on October 15, 2005 at the protest of the Minutemen conference in Arlington Heights.  I urge that they not be forced to suffer any more time in jail and furthermore that all charges be dropped.  

I am particularly concerned about the treatment experienced by one of the protesters, who is a Muslim woman who practices wearing the headscarf (hijab).  Ms. Rehana Khan had her hijab inappropriately pulled off her head by an officer after she had been handcuffed, while she was being taken to the squad car.  Ms. Khan’s religious rights were further infringed upon when she was taken to the police station, searched in the presence of a male officer with out her hijab, and placed into lock-up without her hijab, while inappropriate comments were made to her by police officers regarding her religious practice.  

All of the young people who were arrested were simply exercising their right to free speech against hate, racism, and intolerance. They were participating in a peaceful, symbolic demonstration in solidarity with hundreds of people from diverse backgrounds to show their support for immigrant and, ultimately, human rights.  As an American, I value the right that individuals in this country have to demonstrate their opposition to hate-groups, such as the Minutemen. 

The Minutemen are a racist, anti-immigrant vigilante group that takes the law into their own hands.  They are an armed border patrol group who are involved in anti-immigrant actions across the country.  The Minutemen have recently come to organize in Chicago to terrorize our large immigrant population.

I support the five anti-racist defendants and believe it would be a great injustice to convict them of such unwarranted charges.  Please drop all charges against them.

Sincerely,

