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ABOUT US

CAIR (the Council on American-Islamic Relations) was founded in 1994 and is a Muslim civil rights organization based in
Washington DC. CAIR-Chicago is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization registered independently in Illinois. CAIR-Chicago
raises its own funds from its local constituency and sets its own operational and strategic agenda. Our office, located in the
heart of the Chicago’s downtown business district, is currently in its fifth year of operation.

CAIR-CHICAGO’s Mission

To defend civil rights, fight bigotry, and promote tolerance.
CAIR-CHICAGO’s Vision

To attain equal opportunity for - and normalize the image of - Muslims in America.

CAIR-CHICAGO’s Core Values

CAIR Chicago is a Muslim organization that employs a trademark “professional activism” model in pursuit of its simple but
important mission (see above). For five years, CAIR-Chicago has been committed to the following ideals coined on our first
day:

* Credible: Gain the trust and respect of all involved.

* Consistent: Our level of motivation and productivity should not waiver with time.The attention given to the various
areas of our work should be even.

* Professional: Level-headed, objective, presentable, attractive.
* Proactive: Create programs that predict and preemptively challenge potential problems.

* Omnipresent: Our presence and our programs should enjoy high exposure both with members of the Muslim commu-
nity, the general public, the media, and government.

* Targeted/Focused: Well-defined problem areas and solutions.
* Transparent: What you see is what you get.
» Efficient: No redundancies. Putting the right people in the right place at the right time.

* Egalitarian/Fair-minded: Reach out to support non-Muslims who face similar grievances as our own, or who see simi-
lar values to our own being challenged.

* Accessible: Easy to find and reach whether by members of our community, or by members of the media.

* Sincere: What fuels our work is not personal ego or a hidden agenda, but a genuine desire to effectuate positive change.
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CIVIL RIGHTS

EMPLOYMENT CASES IN FOCUS:

Beard 2
Harassment 18
Headscarf 0
Other 16
Prayer 5

I:I Headscarf - 0%
- Harassment - 43.90%
|:| Beard - 4.88%

CASES REPORTED IN 2008 - GOVERNMENT CASES IN FOCUS:
Airport |
Child Custody 3
Criminal 7
Employment 41
General 23
Government 180
Hate Mail/Hate Phone Calls 2
Prison 29
Public Accommodation 6
School 15

I:l USCIS/Perm. Residency - 10.56%

|:] School - 4.89% [ uscisiother - 10%

B 5. Accommodation - 1.95% [ UsCls/Naturalization - 52.78%

I rison - 9.45% /' "\\ D TSA- 111%
Hate Mail/Phone Calls - 0.65% %, — \E. |:| Police - 9.44%
— [ ] Other-5.56%

- Government - 58.63% i
B celoyment - 1336% NS |:| ICE - 2.78%

- Criminal - 2.28% v D FREE
Child Custody - 0.98% |:| DMV - 2.22%
Airport - 0.33% [ ]oBP-o0%




I Dk Ghaffarpour, visiting the C‘AIR-Chicago
v J” ffice after b i U.S. citizen.
of office after becggyngg citizen

“Citizenship Truly Sweet” - Despite Long, Bitter Fight

After a long legal battle, University of lllinois Professor Mohammed Ghaf-
farpour was finally sworn in as a U.S. citizen this past summer. Immigra-
tion authorities sought to paint the Iranian-born chemical engineering
professor as a potential threat to national security, an argument that was
dismissed by a judge. CAIR-Chicago attorneys fought on behalf of Ghaf-
farpour, who waited six years for his citizenship. “USCIS’s allegations
stemming from his visits to Iran and identity as a Muslim reflect increas-
ing concerns about discriminatory citizenship practices,” said CAIR-
Chicago Civil Rights Director Christina Abraham. Ghaffarpour’s case is
among several thousand court challenges filed by immigrants frustrated
over long delays in their citizenship applications, some stretching back
eight years with few or no updates from Immigration authorities.

COUNTERING POLICE MISCONDUCT

Over 17 cases of police misconduct were reported to
CAIR-Chicago in 2008. In these cases, CAIR-Chicago attor-
neys represented and advocated on behalf of individuals who
were victims of violations such as police profiling or abuse.

FBI INTERVIEWS - LEGAL REPRESENTATION

2008 saw a large number of Muslims who report having
been contacted by the FBI for interviews. CAIR-Chicago
represented these individuals to ensure that none of their
rights were violated and remains in communication with the
FBI regarding any possible misconduct by agents.

INMATE RIGHTS

CAIR-Chicago has
worked to secure the
right of prison inmates
to practice their reli-
gion freely and to be
treated humanely. This
has included facilitat-
ing free copes of the
Quran to Muslim inmates who have requested a copy, shar-
ing presentations with state prison officials on the religious
accommodation of Muslims, and challenging discriminatory
policies.

“All they want is the right to pray.

It’s not an undue burden.” -Rima

Kapitan, CAIR-Chicago Volunteer
Attorney commenting on the
Swift Meat Packing Co. case.
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ONGOING DEPARTMENT PROJECTS
FREE CAMPUS COALITION

The Free Campus Coalition aims to protect and advocate
for the right to engage freely in intellectual exploration and
discourse in American universities. As the founder of the
coalition, CAIR-Chicago continues to provide a network of
support to faculty, staff and students whose academic free-
dom is in peril.

CITIZENSHIP DELAY PROJECT

A part of the Civil Rights Department’s most successful
work has been to employ political and legal means to end
the lengthy delays in the citizenship process for Muslims. 396
cases of citizenship delay have been reported since 2005. Of
those cases, 270 have been resolved.

In 2006, CAIR-Chicago filed a class action law suit with
the National Immigrant Justice Center and Competition Law
Group. As a result of the class action and dozens of ad-
ditional law suits we filed on behalf of individuals delayed in
obtaining citizenship, many who had been delayed unjustly
were granted citizenship.

The Civil Rights Department continues to work to meet
the growing demand for legal representation in citizenship
delays.The project’s next major focus will be to address
issues of delay in the administration of the citizenship inter-
view and exam.



CIVIL RIGHTS

YEAR IN REVIEW

ONGOING DEPARTMENT PROJECTS

CAIR-Chicago “Kna
Your Rights” workshop

Workers from the Swift plant

strike outside the factory. |
" | !

CAIR-Chicago Defends 120 Mus-
lim Workers Fired From Plant

More than 120 Muslim employees
received counsel from CAIR-Chicago
when they were fired from a plant in
Greeley, Denver.The dispute began
when workers requested their short
breaks to coincide with prayer times.
Many of the employees needed the
work to support their families, but the
company refused the reasonable ac-
commodation. CAIR-Chicago is leading
similar negotiations at Swift’s plant in
Nebraska as well.







Newspapers:
Newswires:

Television:

Radio:

,
[

e

From left: Imam Zaid
Shaikr, Reem Rahman,
Ahmed Rehab

QUOTED INTHE NEWS
LOCATION

_| IN[N|S|N

TYPE OF MEDIA

CAIR-Chicago Hosts UNITY Workshop

CAIR-Chicago hosted a workshop at the UNITY 2008
Convention titled “Presumption of Guilt: Media Treatment and
Coverage of Muslims in America.” The annual conference was
the nation’s largest gathering of journalists of color, drawing
over 7,000 media figures, including journalists and executives.

The presentation aimed to dispel misconceptions of Mus-
lims and provide a clear basis through which journalists can
subjectively report on issues pertaining to Islam in America.
It covered pertinent media themes and shed light on ways to
reverse current trends of negative and biased reporting on
Muslims.

CAIR-Chicago’s Reem Rahman and Ahmed Rehab and New
Islamic Direction’s Imam Zaid Shakir presented a case study
and discussed the importance of context, breadth, and nuance
in covering Muslim stories.

CAIR-Chicago Annual Report 2008 10



MEDIA

YEAR IN REVIEW
ONGOING DEPARTMENT PROJECTS

‘Worksbop attendees.
B i
Telling Our Stories

In 2008, CAIR-Chicago hosted a media seminar entitled
“Telling Our Stories” for activists from Muslim organiza-
tions and Mosques around Chicago. The presentations
offered practical tips on how to communicate with the
media effectively, send clear messages to the public, and
produce stories that relate to American Muslims.
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olunteers phone-banking at “Get Out The Vote” headquarters.



GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

YEAR IN REVIEW

Every Vote Counts

On November 4, 2008, over 100 volunteers worked from 8:00am to
6:00pm reminding area Muslims and Arabs to vote in the Bridgeview
area. Along with CAIR-Chicago’s staff, the volunteer team also included
dozens of students from the nearby Islamic schools,Agsa School and
Universal School.

Volunteers monitored polls, “It really empowered individuals
canvassed neighborhoods, left to know that their vote is their

hanging pamphlets on over voice.” ~Nadia Abusumayah,
1,000 door knobs, and called NADP Fellow

over 2,000 registered voters.

When they encountered regis-

tered voters unable to drive to the local polling place, volunteers literally
drove voters to the polls.Volunteers also stood watch at seven different
precincts counting the numbers of Muslims and Arabs who turned out.

Their hard work was certainly reflected in the results: in Bridgeview’s
precinct 44, for example, 420 Arabs and Muslims came out and voted this
year as opposed to the 180 in 2004.

CAIR-Chicago Annual Report 2008




GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

AR Chicago joins the:2008 B’y Day Rally
ing for social and economic rights.
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OUTREACH

YEAR IN REVIEW

ONGOING DEPARTMENT PROJECTS

“The symposium taught me about
helping people, standing up for some-
thing and making my own identity.”
~Sidrah Khalid,

Youth Symposium Participant Fall ‘08

¢ Muslim USS. Cond
gressman, Keith Ellison,
' takes questions from

youth.

“We have to channel our
ideals into service.”

~Mokaram Rauf
Youth Coordinator.

u d )
mam Zaid Shal&'
speaks at summer

leadership

onference.




OUTREACH

INTERNSHIP & VOLUNTEER ACTIVIST PROGRAM

CAIR-Chicago is indebted to the interns and volunteer activists (VAs) who assist our staff to empower, mobilize, and engage our
communities.

This year, the Outreach Department recruited over 100 volunteer activists, utilizing

uniquely varied backgrounds, skills and professional interests to serve the greater Chi- “My internship helped me de-
cagoland Muslim Community. cide what | wanted to do with
In 2008, our internship program hosted 38 interns from across the United States, one my life.

intern from China, and fellows from two separate programs: ~Loraine SIimp

Communications Intern

A New American Democracy Project (NADP) fel-
low served in the Government Affairs Department
as the Voter Mobilization Coordinator in the Get Out The Vote (GOTV) campaign.

Two Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI) fellows served in the Civil Rights Department. The
PILI Fellowship is an international program designed to promote human rights worldwide
through public interest advocacy. The program pays new law school graduates to work at
a public interest agency in Chicago while they complete their bar exams, after they have
already been hired at a law firm.

CAIR-Chicago continues to expand its internship program, with now over 100 national
universities and colleges across the United States that may accept for-credit internships
mcIudmg Columbia College, DePaul University, Harold Washington College and Loyola
,.-'"-.1 University Chicago.

1%

-l‘:" PUBLIC EDUCATION & ACADEMIA

| ‘I CAIR Chicago staff members from all departments were invited to speak
at various universities throughout the United States including Princ-
eton University, Northwestern University, DePaul University, Loyola
e, University Chicago, Marquette University, Minnesota State

- .- ‘University at Moorhead, and the University of Arizona, to
_ name a few. The topics ranged from basic educational
" seminars to more nuanced issues such as the history
and current landscape of Muslim activism in the U.S..

|”|||
1|h|

""" CAIR-Chicago hosted international delegations,
' scholars, and diplomats including a United Nations
dignitary interested in learning more about our civil

rights and advocacy work.

Joe Lindahl,
2008 Summer Intern



OUTREACH
.

INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

The Outreach department continues to hold educational
lectures, workshops and dialogues. CAIR-Chicago remains
an active partner of the Jewish-Muslim Community Building
Initiative (JMCBI), which hosts community events and study
sessions on holy texts. One of the initiatives most successful
events is Café Finjan, which regularly draws hundreds for an
evening of creative performance and presentation of visual
arts.

This year, CAIR-Chicago also participated in a three-part
interfaith forum of the Abrahamic traditions, entitled “In
Good Faith.” The forum is led by the Catholic Theological
Union and steering committees representing Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam.

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

CAIR-Chicago welcomed international delegations of Mus- _,.‘"
lim scholars, educators and activists through partnerships tF F |
with the International Visitors Center of Chicago, Heartland .-:’ 4
International, Chicago Sister Cities Program, and Institute for = CAIR-Chicago voluntkers participate in the Ma?(\{
Training and Development in Amherst, Massachusetts. R * r King Days of Seryice.

¥

Delegations includ-
ed representatives from Azerbaijan, Egypt, France, Jordan, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Macedo-

nia, the Netherlands, Tajikistan and the City Council of Milan, Italy.

The year was capped with several CAIR-Chicago presentations abroad in the United
Kingdom, Scotland, Egypt, and the Philippines.

EVENTS
Some of the events led by the Outreach Department included:
C Blood Drive with American Red Cross
. CAIR Collects More Than 16,000 Letters on Gaza Blockade
. Jews and Muslims Break Bread together at “Iftar in the Synagogue”
. Lecture on Islam at the Eisenhower Library
c Presentation on Muslims to Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company
. Lecture at Loyola University:“American Muslim Political Activism”
. Cleric Delegation from Kosovo and Macedonia Welcomed
. Civic Engagement Workshop at Bosnian-American Community Center

A delegatiop.from tﬁe
Philippines-visits the
CAIR-Chicago office.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

INCOME
Direct Public Support $466,707.30 I:I Legal Services - 2.76%
(LSranlt':sDe\./elopment :?35’322?? - Grant: Development - 4.94%
egal Services ,966.

Il Direct Public Support - 92.3%

Total $505,673.47
EXPENSES
Sl el $315,097.10 [ Other - 1.1%
Bank Charges $2,706.47 L] Consulting Services - 0.4%
Employee Beneﬁts‘ - $23,764.37 - Books & Subscriptions - 0.3%
Office Lease & Utilities $25,674.12 I Meals & Social Events - 0.3%
Office / Supplies $25,617.58 Media/Marketi | 2%
Printing & Mailing $11,072.21 [1Media/Marketing - 1.2%
Events/Projects $48,432.52 __|Liability Insurance - 0.6%
Legal / Court $ | 7,065.82 I:l FeIIowship -0.7%
Travel & Meetings $7,071.76 I:]A o F 0.9%
Accounting Fees $4,690.00 ccounting Fees - 0.7%
Fellowships $2800 L] Travel & Meetings - 1.4%
Liability Insurance $2,816.00 [ |Legal/Court - 3.4%

Media/ Marketing $5797.77 [ Events/Projects - 9.6%
Meals & Social Events $1,757.52 - » o
Books & Subscriptions $1,439.44 [_]Printing & Mailing - 2.2%
Consulting Services $1,858.12 [ | Office/Supplies - 5.1%
Other $6298.64 [ |Office Lease & Utilities - 5.1%
Total $503.959.44 [ JEmpolyee Benefits - 4.72%

| |Bank Charges - 0.54%
[ Jsalaries/Payroll - 62.52%







RECOGNITIONS

STATE OF ILLINDIS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
SPRINGFIELD, lLLINDIS 62706

Pat Quinn
GOVERNOR

March 7, 2009

Council on American-Islamic Relations
Chicago Chapter

28 East Jackson Boulevard

Suite 1700

Chicago, linos 60604

Cireetings!

As Governor of the Siafe of
5" Annual Bangquet of the Council on American Ialnrmc Relations - Chicago,

1 want to commend the Council on American Islamic Relations for your ongoing
commitment (o serving the needs of Chicago's Muslim populanon and for working toward
cnsuring justice and civil rights for all the communities you serve. Your efforts help Muslims
integrate into their communitics and grve them a sense of belonging in this large, multicoltural

Clt}' Wllh Ihnt sauL 1 thnnk werymu, in aftendance for your dl:dJ.Lulmn to ndvaneing the

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

On behalf of the people of linois, T offer my best wishes for an enjoyable and
memornble event.

Singerely,

il

Pat Quinn
Governor

CAIR-Chicago Annual Report 2008

CITY OF CHIGAGO
HICHAND M. DALEY

svEm

March 7, 2008

GREETINGS

As Mayor and on behalf of the City of Chicago, | extend my warmest greetings to
all those gathered for the Council on Amarican-lsiamic Relations - Chicago Chapter's (CAIR-
Chicago) Fifth Annual Banquet,

With a theme of Beyvond islarnophobie: The Opportunity in the Challenge, tonight's
event highlights CAIR-Chicago's commitment to ensuring civil rights, diversity and freedom
of religion for all of our residents. CAIR-Chicago warks to present a balanced and accurate
media portrayal of Islam and Muslims and makes our city a better place ta live, work and
raise families.

Chicago is the proud home of & strong Muslim Amencan community that
contributes greatly to the cultural, economic and social development of our city. |
commend CAIR-Chicage for its efforts to promaote cultural understanding and religious
tolerance and offer my beat wishea for an enjoyeble snd memorable event and much future
SLCCESS,

Sincerely,




RECOGNITIONS

ECongress of the United Stales
fiouse of epresentatives
Washington, D.C.

Danny K. Davis

T Districa - Ilincs

February 5, 2009

Ahmed M. Rehab

Executive Directar

Council on Amercan-Islamic Relations - Chicago Chaprer
28 East Juckson Bowlevard - Suite 1410

Clicagu, Hlinois 60604

Dear Dhirector Rehab:

Thank you for offering this opporunity 1o greet and welcome attendees at the CAIR-Chicago fifih
annual Banguer, Saturday, March 7, 2009, inois has one of he largest Muslim populstions in the
United States and | trust that this year's eveny, like events of past years, will be a great success.

The theme of this yeu's event: Bevend ldamophabia: The Opportanite in The Chatlenge reminds al|

Americans that we live in a multi-culieral nation and that, in the finul snalysis, the scounty and

nllmgllllufwr fation |ill:s it our diwrsilly and our unity. Our commitment to those rights nnd e R v——
responsibilities are set forth in our constitution, and have been deepencd, reconfimed and reassered v Dot Hisnn

over time 5o us to encompass every American. These are the e core of oot democracy and these BB DL TR

LabiHEALS

principles have been meificd at great cost so muny times over our history. ; X i g
Congress of the United States B

| salute f_‘_J\IR Chicago for their commitment 1o justice and equality for Muslim Americans. . . und ‘ﬁlll.l.ﬁ! of &mnnmtntiurﬁ anlbrsana
ull Americans, CAIR understands that in defending Muslim Americans against employment Washi BE 205151302

discrimination, prisen abuse, hate crimes and citizenship delays they are also defending our asljington, =tala—L3lc
American values Tor every American,

Omce again, welcome anendees, | am cerain you ure in for a highly wiihwhile conference, and in
unigue opportunity to network with community members, leaders and activisis from every sector of
the Muslim American community in the highest tradstion of our grassroots based and driven
demoeracy.

January 23, 2009

Mr. Ahmed M. Rehab
Sincerely, Governmental Relations Coordinator
M Council on American-Islamic Relations
Chicago Chapter
Danny K. Davis 2B East Jackson Boulavard #1410
Member of Congress Chicago, Illinois 60604

DEDie Dear Mr. Rehab:

I congratulate the Chicago chapter of the Counoil on Americarn-
Islamic Relations on the 5th Annual Banguet and commend you on
this year's theme, "Beyond Islamophobia: The Opportunity in The
Challenga.™

a - e T TEw . . .
we as a nation embrace our diversity rather than fear it, As we
do, CAIR-Chicago will play a critical role in enhancing
American-Muslim relations and enabling your members to reclaim
their rightful place in the fabric of ocur great natiomn.

Once agaln, congratulations and please send my best wishes to
every person at the avent.

I

Jesse L. Jacksan, Jr.
Member of Congress

JLJJr. :BL:bl

D420 FAYELAN HOUSE QFPICE Sl #1230 EAST THET STREST
WASHINTT C 208151302
arm
W HOUEE GOVAIACKEON
THE WAL YWAS SIPEFARED, FUBLISHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYES CXPINIE
-
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RECOGNITIONS

BEGIONAL DEMOCRATIC Wi

(BT} 2265320 (Pax)

Cwcaso GrmcE:
TO0-T0N 1. THE KT
Cinekso, Kinos BI61S

. (773 224-5005
GO-CHAM, :umm DIGTEGHRGLGEY (73} 2240024 (sar)
BOBBY L. RUSH
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
157 DISTRICT, ILLINOIS

WERETTE Bty s gerainish

March 7, 2009

Council on American-[slamic Relations
Chicago Chapter

28 Cast Jackson Divd., Suite 1410
Cfrivago, tiinois a6t

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the people of llinois” First Congressional District, [ am pleased 10
welcome you to CAIR-Chicago's 3" Annual Banquet.

Illinois takes great pride in its vibramt Muslim community here in Chicago, and
throughout the state. This year's celebration, much like in previous years, will be a fitting
tribute 1o all Muslims who call Illinois home. | salute the Chicago Chapter of the Council
on American-[slamic Relations for lheilr ongoing efforts to enhance ll_-ne mdersl.?nding of 19 N i vt B BERAA 199 Lot Bt
lslam, encourage dialogue, prolect civil liberties, empower American Muslims, and Mifwskee, Wi $3202-581% Washingtar, D,C 10518
building coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding. (41412971140 (202) 2254372

1 am pleased that CAIR-Chicago remains @ national leader in highlighting the
richness of Muslim traditions and heritage. In the words of the Quran, Chapter 2, and
Verse 195: “And spend in the way of Allah and cast not yourselves to perdition with your
own hands, and do good (to others); surely Allsh loves the doers of good.”

February |7, 2009

My friends, let us continue together to do good works, collaborate for justice, and o
wark for stronger understanding in our community and our nation. | applaud your efforis r\hmed M. Rehab, Executive Director >
thus far and look forward to our united work in the future. Please accept my sincere Council on American-lslamic Relations-Chicago Chapter

congratulations on tonight's festivities and my best wishes for a festive and memorable 28 East Jackson Blvd., Ste. 1700
celebration. Chicago. [L 60604-2276

Sincerely, Dear Director Rehab,

} S%W I am truly honored 1o be nominated for the Courage Award by the Council on American-

Islumie Refations (CAIR)}-Chicago at its upcoming 5" Annual banquet being held on
Saturday, March 7, 2009, Although | am unable to join you mn person, | want to extend
Bobby L. Rush well wishes for a most successful program and thank you for your organization's support,
Member of Congress

As the lwgcnl Istamic ';MI and Ilumm rights urgmuahm in America, you me 1o be

embattled communities hcrc in 1hc United States as well as abroad. Your nrgamzalmn
plays un important role in ensuring that the human rights on the part of all nationalities,
couniries, slales, communities, religions, and faiths are not supplanted. Please know that |
stand with vou in your efforts to raise the consciousness of people everywhere, that
imjustice anywhere is unacceptable, and defeats our American values for every Amenican.

l npplﬂud your ad\'ﬂcacy efforts lmd I:udcrshrp in !.ncl:]mh issles nf d.lsmmmnunn, h.mc

ul'_]u‘tu':. Fn:u.l,om liberty uml cqun]llv ;up]-m:c:uL: your commitment a.nd ded:cst:uu to

human rights for all individuals

a\gmg_‘ma.n.k you for this great honor and | wish you all an enjoyable and rewarding

g: rel}, \_
|

CAIR-Chicago Annual Report 2008




7N

&

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
Springfield. lliinols 62756

|esse White

Secretary of Srate

March 7, 2009

Council on Amencan-lslamic Relations,
Chicago Chapler (CAIR-Chicago)

28 East Jackson Boulevard, Suite 1410
Chicago, Tlinois 60604

Greetings:

As Secrctary of State, it is my great pleasure to welcome each of you to the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, Chicago Chapter's 3" Annual Banguet.,

This vear's theme, “Beyond Islamophobia: The Opportunity in The Challenge,” perfectly
deseribes CAIR-Chicago’s mission. You have remained committed to empowering Muslims
here in linois, while fostering education throughout the surrounding communities. This banguet
will offer the perfect opportunity 10 reflect upon past accomplishments, enjoy fellowship with
friends and family, and prepare for another successful vear.

I would like to offer my thanks to your loyal members and supporiers, Your combaned
efforts have helped to build better lives and a sironger [lmnois.

Best wishes for a wonderful and memaorable banguet,

RECOGNITIONS

Maria Pappas
Cook County Treasurer

Sincerely,

rrece Wiite

JESSE WHITE
Secretary of State

March 7, 2009

Ahmed Rehab
Executive Director

Council of American-Islamic Relations
Chicago Chapter

28 E. Jackson Bivd,, Suite 1410
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Rehab:

Please convey my greetings and respect to all attending the 5™ Annual
Fundraising Banquet presented by the Chicago Chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations,

Thoughtful people must welcome consideration of "Beyond Islamophobia: The
Opportunity in the Challenge,” this year's theme. Indeed, “Muslim” must not
become a negative label in our society.

It is heartening to know that so many persons Interested in justice and
understanding will attend this event. 1 applaud your efforts to involve the
Muslim community in the social, cultural and economic life of Chicagoland.

1 offer my congratulations and best wishes to CAIR and its mission.

I - as
Cook County Treasurer

:bb

118 Morth Clark Strest « Room 212 » Chicage, Lilinois 60602 » Telephone (312) 603-6202 « FAX (312) 603-2113

®
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RECOGNITIONS

OFFICE OF THE F T

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF COOK COUNTY
118 NORTH CLARK STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602
(312) 603-8400
TOD (312) 803-8256

TooD H. STROGER
PRESIDENT

March 7, 2009

Ahmed M. Rehab, Executive Director
Council on American-Islamic Relations
Chicago Chapter

28 East Jackson Boulevard, Swmie 1410
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr, Rehab:

DISTRIET GFFICE . PITOL OFFICE
Plense accept my wanm greetings to you and the members of the Council on American- bendohtnek | (I § msnn STATE HOUSE
Islamic Relations, Chicago Chapter, as you gather topether to hold your Fifth Annual (830) 243-080C ! ] @i Tenad0r
Banquet on March 7, 2004, FAX: (B30} 243-0808 L | FAX:(217) 782-T818

I wish to commend you for the vital work you continue 1o do in assisting the Muslim-
Amt{ﬁcun community in arcas such as civil rights defense und advocacy, medin outreach,
e el ] et peprat Sl e e e b e e CHRISTINE RADOGNO

Muslim-American community, and contribute to its vibrancy, SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER - 41" DISTRICT

| further commend you and your colleagues at the Council on American-lslamic
Relntions, Chicago Chapter, on the deep sense of mission you bring to your efforts,
which results in myriad schievements on behalf of many of the residents of Cook County, Janwsary 29, 2009

On behalf of the residents of Cook County, | wish you a memorable and enjoyable
B et;-amd-bestwishes-foryour T 4 To My Friends at CAIR:

‘Sincerely, 117 hard to belicve thar snother successful year of your continued commitiwnt Tus gone
- / L by und it is time once again to congratulate the Council on Americun-Tslamic Relations
= (CATR) — Chicago on the organizition's anmial event. Your commitment 1o serving the
’ dod

needs of the Chicago Mushim poy n is 1o be co

Todd H. Stroger
President | encourage the dedicated men and women on the Council of American Islamic Relntions

1o carry on with their commitment to making this state and nation a better place o live
CAIR’s angoing effort to engage Muslim Americans in the political process, while
fighting against persecurion and injustice, is descrving of the most singere respect and
accolades.

1 Took forward to working with CAIR to help accomplish their mission and goal
Sincerely,

A:u it
Chnstine Radogno

1llinois Sennte Republican
41" District

RECTELED PAFER + GOTREAN IHs
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STATE OF ILLINDIS y 351.E STRATTON BUILDING
CHARPERBON: 1 ;
HEALTH CARE AVAILASILITY AND ACCESS
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SMANT GROWTH & AEGITNAL FLANNING
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DRIVERT EDUCATION & BAFETY
HIGHER ETUCATION
HUMAN SEFVICES Mary F. Flowers
SY;TF REFRESENTATIVE

HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
3147 DISTRCT

ESG
mflewers S his bga g

February 19, 2008

Ahmed M. Rehab

Executive Director

Council on American-lslamic Relations
Chicago Chapter

28 East Jackson Blvd., Suite 1700
Chicago, lllincis 60604

Dear Mr. Rehab:
Congratulations to the Council on American-lslamic Relations (CAIR-Chicago) for yat another SlLIY Qf cHitaco
year of cutstanding service in 1he _promotion of peace, and justics and in encompassing the @QFFICE OQF THE

theme of this year's avant *B The Of y in The Challenge.” . CITY CLER.K.

| applaud CAIR for your effons to allay the fears of those who may tend to allow their lack of
undersianding to cloud their opinions regarding a totality of people. organizations whom they Mig Vv
have prejudged.  CAIR's renowned impact on society generated by the Muslim community in ISHEGUE AL
Chicago and nationwide is one that should be respected and as cited in your subject matter this

year, one which your organization is committed o the challenge of further emphasizing and

prometing the goodwill of our Muskim neighbors in Chicago and Muslim communities worldwide.

It is my honor and pleasure to lend this letter of suppart for your annual banquet and offer my
best wishes for the continual success of your wonderful organization, CAIR-Chicago. January 9, 2009

Sinceraly,

o ¢ A7
e ,m J Lonsie Mr. Ahmed M. Rehab

Mary E. i F.tﬁ-ul_we rnn-.:w_ .
State Reprasantative 31" District l"mllnml on American — Ie_.lumu Relations
28 E. Jackson Blvd. — Suite 1410

MEF/gj Chicago, I1.. 60604

"
TR

Thank you for your invitation to attend the 5" Annual CATR-Chicago Banguet on
Satarday, March 7, 2009, | am honored 1o be included and extend my wammest greetings
ML AT » ¥ K 1o you and all the attendees,

1 commend the Chicago chapter of the Council on American — Islumic Relations for its
:xce-phunﬂl work m educatc the: ourmnumt\r and cncaunag: u\u. cngugcmr:m and

iy
Inrgest Mu:.hm pupulmmus in the lel.ed State is rcma'rkahl:

As City Clerk of Chicago, | strongly support CAIR — Chicago and the theme of this
vear's event, “Bevond Islamophobia: The Opportunity in The Challenge. ™

I extend my beat wishes fo the continued sucecas of CAIR Chicage.
Sincerely,

i, L0500

M]buel del Valle
City Clerk of Chicago

MdY/mm

CImy HALL RDOM 107 - 121 NORTH LASALLE STREFT - CHICAGOL [LLINGIS 40602-1295
PHONE 312-742-5375 - FAX 312-744-0283 - TTY 312-744-2939
WWW.CHICITYCLERK.COM - CITYCLERKECITYOFCHICAGO,O0G
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DOROTHY BROWK -
CLEFR OF THE CIRCAT COUAT Chiago, 8

02, Room
312-603-5030
FAX 512-803-4557
www cookeountyciarkotzoun o

QFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY

March 7, 2009

Mr. Ahmed M. Rehab

Executive Director

Council on American-Islamic Relations, Chicago Chapter
28 E. Jackson Blvd., Suite 1410

Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Rehab:

Greetings to you and everyone attending the Fifth Annual banguet for the Chicago Chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). The selected theme, “Beyond Islamophobia: The Opportunity in the
Challenge,” presents & concept that is not only critical to current world events, but also may inspire us as 4 nation
to rise to our greatest potential for understanding and compassion for our fellow man and woman.

; v ) ; OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
dcfamaunﬂ md d.lsmm].nmun in our communities, and s =ﬂ'ms tn unite l:ndw]dnn]s from variosus backumunda E U 1 . ¥ Hl

mmmuf:mmsmmmjm&w fior wll. The CAIR organization works tirelessly o p
ing across racial, religious and cultural lines, and thereby, 9¢r\f=s 1o enhance the quality orlil‘: for all Americans.

For its dedication to inclusi ., civic responsibility, human rights and public safety, | extend best wishes for
continued suceass to the Chicago Chapter of the Couneil on American lelumic Relations.

Sincerely,

Mﬁw

I'he Honorable Dorothy Brown Dear Friends and Neighbors:
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County

On behalf of the Village of Harwood Heights, I wish to extend congratulations to
everyone gathered together for CAIR-Chicago Organization’s 5* year event to celebrate
the community titled “Beyond Islamophobin: The Opportunity in The Challenge.” It is
my sincere pleasure 10 join you and your colleagues in celebrating Muslins in Ameri
leadership and ¢ivie pmucqum In protecting constitutional and hurman rights, CAIR-
Chicago p tob and inspires all of us to form a stroag and safe community
hond.  Your goal to redefine for yourselves how you are pereeived around the world is o
goal every ethnie, eivie, and religious group can join with you in your efforts.

Although Harwood Heights is a small 1own separate from Chicago, | believe that a real
community has no borders. We are all friends and neighbors. We are all working fora
gmner undm.mndmg an:l lmwnml nfnur.h uhnr_ fnr pea:c und fnrmucr (] a][ Wrml

tl-ﬂlmhul gnvmmmt

My wish to all of you, my friends, is continued progress in all your very important work.
Sincerely,

Margaret Fuller

Village President
Willage of Harwood Heights

T30 WEST WILSON AVEMNUE HAEWOOD HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 6070
TEL (TOE} B67-72040
c-maile fnllerm@harwoodbeighin.arg
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THOIMAS 5. MAZAIKA City 630-941-8300
Mayor

T7W2TS Butterfiedd Road
Cakbironk Trmace, [Hinois 60081

Janusry 10, 2009

Mr. Ahmed M. Rehab

Executive Director

Louncil on Americin-islamic Relations,
Chicago Chapter

28 East Jackson Blvd., Suite 1410
Chicago, 1L 60604

Dear Mr. Rehah:

The election of Barack (tbama as president of the United Suates clearlv signals that the
sorld as many have viewed it is truly changing. His election hopefully will help bring

ahout positive change in how we view people of color and ethnicity that may be different
than our owr.

1 support most whole-heartedly the effort that CAIR-Chicago does to promote peace.
opportumty and inclusion for all people,

Wishing you a most successful banquet with continuing support for all your notable
Zols.,

RECOGNITIONS

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

GERALDY R. RENNETT
Minyor

Sincerely,

Aot Vsl

January 19, 2009

Mr. Ahmed M. Rehab

Executive Director

Council on Amarican-lslamic Relations
28 East Jackson Blvd,, Suite 1410
Chicaga, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Rehab,

As Mayor of the City of Palos Hills | send warm greetings to you and all those
attending the 5" Annual Banguet of the Chicago Chapter of the Council on
American-islamic Relations (CAIR-Chicaga)

Over the past five years, CAIR-Chicago has accomplished an outstanding record of
service in educating and communicating the values and cultures of the American
Muslim community, Your efforts to engage and become part of the political
process, has resulted in greater understanding and recognition by many palitical
leaders in the Metropolitan Chicago area

As Mayor of my City, with many Arab and Muslim Amercan citizens, and with
mayors throughout the metropolitan Chicago area, wa look forward to working with
you to continue the efforts of embracing diversity in our community.
Sincersly,
M i
i P
L Ml-{i':'l-'r / 33—
Geraild R. Bennett

Mayor
City of Palos Hills

GRB/mh

10335 South Roberts Road » Palos Hills, [linois 60465 « Telephone (708) S98-3400
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CAPITOL OFFICE: ’ DESTRICT OFFICE:
TS K CAPTTOL BUTLDIMG CINE TIFFANY POINTE, SUME G
APRINGFIELLY, ILLINCIES 62%4 i HLOGMINGDALLL ILLINGHS edifd
177N 6T

FAX:

TITAST-

| FANSEIAEIN
1R FAX GRICSH2 1391

Carole A. Pankau
STATE SENATDR « 23" DISTRICT

CAIR Ilinois
Chicago Chapter
28 E. Jackson Blvd.
Suite 1410
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear CAIR-Chicago chapter members,

It is my great honor to bestow upon you and your council my sincerest congratulations
for your outstanding advocacy work on behalf of the Muslim Community in Chicago and
1llinois,

Your goal of ensuring justice for embattled Muslims who face ignorance and intolerance
because of their religious beliefs is laudable. And your work to advance the civil rights
of Muslims is a shining example for all of us, no matter our religious beliefs or our race
or background.

Violerice, tacism and hate are never the solutions to the world's problems. Your efforts
to identify and eradicate discrimination against Muslims and all people should be
rewarded and recognized. | know as & state Senator that people should use the political
system to work for them and CAIR has & record of achievement in teaching Muslims 1o
stay politically active and positively engaged in government. | commend your N PR
organization for the excellent work vou perform for the public including voter P | e
registration drives, community wnrka]mp& “know ynu: rights” educational Lam;:aagm
AT TTRIINE O osques and MElim ceners TELg O JlE ocaEl and nationdl
politicians. CLERK
JOHN G ALTAR
CAIR’s work to empower the Muslim community and 1o foster an understanding between
Chicago’s Muslim and non-Muslim communities should serve as a mode] for the rest of TRUSTEES
the world to leam how to live together in peace and harmony. MICHAEL J. PTICEX
WARY M. SUTTON
Thank wvou for the opportunity 1o diglogue with the Muslim community and FLALMETTE STALZIK
CONZrafilanions [or the line public SErvice you provide, NORKA J. PINION
JAMES A, CECOTT
Sincerely, PATRAICIA A, HGOINSON

VILLAGE OF BRIDGEVIEW
7500 SOUTH OKETO AVENUE

BRIDGEVIEW, ILLINDIS 60455
T0B-594-2525

February 13, 2009

Congratulations

Once again it is my p]mum to extend my best wishes and cumtuiﬂt:m-t
to Cair-Chicago on s " Annusl Rangquel. This event continnes o b [d
bridges and bring together people that care sbout the ideals that our nation
‘was founded on,

| continue to wateh, with pndc Bndgc\:cw coming closer o embodying

CAROLE PANKAU
State Senator
23" Senate District

BELYLLED FAFEN « SOTHEAN INKS

s Maite =4 Well Bal T " with-the coming foputher
diverse and hard working constituents that include Arab and Muslim
Americans to make our Village 8 model community to work and raise o
family. This gives me hope that the work of organi zations like Cair-
Chicago is bearing fruit.

I applaud Cair-Chieago for its work encouraging Arab and Muslim
hmemnm 1 he pn:acu\r and to nnmcrpmc in the dall} life of Ihcur
— SRR By g

picture of lllc!T fuith and heritage. )

i behalf of mysell and the Board of Trustees | wish you a most
snecessiul annual event

CAIR-Chicago Annual Report 2008

, Beven M. Landek

ANCED COMMUNITY




sy,

VILLAGE OF
ROSEMONT

Deear Friends,

What a delight it is to welcome you and the membership of the
Couneil on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) to your 5 Annual
Banquet.

Even more noteworthy is the fact that CAIR is growing substantially
and ngmﬁcamiy. S0 th«r an Wamrday March 7, 2009 ynu host your

Islarnophnbu The C,_r rtunity in lhe Challeng,

We admire your education quest. Learning is the pathway o
understanding; understanding is the gateway to communication and
communication unlocks the door o peace.

Congrmuauons an your Courage md !cnamy as you seek o

American publlc Lhmugh Educ:mnn md Lhe nurturmg of
understanding. Such activity enriches our culture, bringing people
together in growth and progress.

We toast you and wish you a successful banquet.

Best wishes,

’4\:!:“ - Stephens

Mayor

RECOGNITIONS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
VILLAGE OF GAK BROOK

JOHN W. CRAIG

Welcome ro Ifie
Councit on American-Isamic Relations

Chicago Chapter

On beRalf of the Board of Trustees and the residents of the Village of
Oak Brook, it is my pleasure to extend a fiearty welcome the members of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), Chicago Chapter to our fine
community.

Your S jlmrm:’ 3m1quet, “Beyond Isl‘hmoy&o&m. The O_p_poﬁun[ty in
}r{gmed.' rﬁarg:m ."uzw chiosen to return to tﬁz Oak ‘BrooE area.

We hope vou ARave an enjoyable event and that you will Aave an

opportunity to sample the many scenic, Ristorical, culinary, sporting and
shopping attractions that Oak Brook fas to offer.

Best Regards,

Joi . Craig
Village President

CAIR-Chicago Annual Report 2008
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Executive Director
Ahmed Rehab

Civil Rights Director
Christina Abraham

Development Coordinator
Dina Rehab

Government Affairs Coordinator
Reema Ahmad

Operations Coordinators
Azam Azeem
Daniah Elharezi

Cultural Sensitivity Speaker
Veronica Zapata

STAFF AND BOARD

Communications Coordinators
Reem Rahman
Amina Sharif

Staff Attorney
Kevin Vodak, Esq.

Outreach Coordinator
Gerald Hankerson

Youth Coordinator
Mokaram Rauf

Administrative Assistant
Islaam Rahim

Kimberly Newkirk
Emaad Hamwi
Ahmed Rehab
Shahwar Syed, MD
Hina Sodha, Esq. - Treasurer
Yaser Tabbara, Esq. - Secretary
Mazen Kudaimi, MD -Vice Chairman
Safaa Zarzour - Chairman

CAIR-CHICAGO
28 E. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1700, Chicago IL, 60604
©.312.212.1520 £:312.212.1530

info@cairchicago.org

The Chicago Office of the Council on American-Islamic Relations - Chicago Chapter
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